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Dear Sirs,
 
I write as agent to St John’s College in response to the Preliminary Hearing and subsequent Rule 8
Letter.
 
REQUEST TO ATTEND HEARINGS
 
On behalf of the College, Savills may wish to attend the following scheduled hearings:
 

·         DCO Hearing – 28th July 2016
 

·         Compulsory Acquisition hearings – 19th and 20th October 2016
 
We anticipate that the following topics will be discussed:
 

·         Justification for Compulsory Acquisition
·         Alternative routes
·         Easement area
·         Justification for rights taken including long term access rights
·         Compensation
·         Concerns regarding the efficacy of the consultation process

 
Please advise if these topics would be more appropriately discussed at additional hearings.
 
We would also like to request that the following Issue Specific Hearings be considered in order to
address the points outlined under each:
 
Principal Issue 9 - Socio-Economic Effects
 
Impact of the scheme on farming particularly:

·         The impact on irrigation, polytunnels and the clearance for farm machinery
·         Choice of pylon type
·         The impact on farming operations due to siting of pylons
·         Impact on soils
·         Impact on farming operations during the works

 
Principal Issue 11 - Water Issues

·         Impact of the scheme on field drainage and dredging of drainage ditches
NB This could be covered under ‘Principal Issue 9, effects on farming’ if the panel feel this
would be more appropriate.

 
If these issues cannot be addressed at Issue Specific Hearings, we may wish to raise them at the
Open Floor Hearing.
 
SUGGESTED SITES FOR UNACCOMPANIED AND ACCOMPANIED SITE INSPECTIONS
 
We would like to request that the panel give serious consideration to visiting Docker Hill Farm,
Monkton which is owned by St John’s College and Farmed by Nicola Dyas.
 
Docker Hill Farm will be particularly badly affected by the scheme for a number of reasons as outlined
below and it will therefore be a good site for the panel to visit in order to understand the range of
impacts which the scheme will have on farming operations along the route.
 

1)     Docker Hill Farm is used to grow high value crops, particularly Onions, and the scheme
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will therefore result in a significant loss of value both during Construction and after.
2)     The ‘Cross-Over’ where the 132kV and 400kV lines intersect is located on the farm. As a

result a large area of approximately 25 acres will most likely have to be removed from
high value cropping.

3)     The land is located on the marsh and therefore relies on good drainage. It is inevitable
that drains will be badly damaged by the pylons and haul road and if these are not
properly reinstated, large areas of land will be flooded and rendered uncroppable.

4)     The holding is relatively long and narrow and is served by a private access track of
approximately 1.2km requiring significant annual maintenance expenditure. National Grid
have demanded a permanent Right of Way over this track and have made no additional
offer of compensation in recognition of this fact.

 
ELECTRONIC COPY OF EXA’S FIRST WRITTEN QUESTIONS
 
Please would you send an electronic (Excel) copy of the first written questions which will assist greatly
in the preparation of responses.
 
I look forward to receiving your response and would be happy to answer any further queries that you
may have.
 
Kind regards.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Will Gray
 
Will Gray MA Cantab MRICS FAAV
Rural Surveyor
Rural
 
Savills, Unex House, 132-134 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB2 8PA

Tel :+44 (0) 1223 347 064
Mobile :+44 (0) 7807 999 351
Email :WGray@savills.com
Website :www.savills.co.uk
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NOTICE: This email is intended for the named recipient only. It may contain
privileged and confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, notify
the sender immediately and destroy this email. You must not copy, distribute or
take action in reliance upon it. Whilst all efforts are made to safeguard emails, the
Savills Group cannot guarantee that attachments are virus free or compatible with
your systems and does not accept liability in respect of viruses or computer
problems experienced. The Savills Group reserves the right to monitor all email
communications through its internal and external networks.

Savills plc. Registered in England No 2122174. Registered office: 33 Margaret Street,
London, W1G 0JD.
Savills plc is a holding company, subsidiaries of which are authorised and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA)
Savills (UK) Limited. A subsidiary of Savills plc. Registered in England No 2605138.
Registered office: 33 Margaret Street, London, W1G 0JD.
Savills Commercial Limited. A subsidiary of Savills plc. Registered in England No
2605125. Registered office: 33 Margaret Street, London, W1G 0JD.

Please note any advice contained or attached in this email is informal and given
purely as guidance unless otherwise explicitly stated. Our views on price are not
intended as a formal valuation and should not be relied upon as such. They are
given in the course of our estate agency role. No liability is given to any third party

mailto:WGray@savills.com
http://www.savills.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/SavillsRuralUK


and the figures suggested are in accordance with Professional Standards PS1 and
PS2 of the RICS Valuation – Professional Standards, effective from 6th January
2014. Any advice attached is not a formal ("Red Book") valuation, and neither
Savills nor the author can accept any responsibility to any third party who may seek
to rely upon it, as a whole or any part as such. If formal advice is required this will
be explicitly stated along with our understanding of limitations and purpose.
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